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-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included herewith 
(or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 
THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at 
the initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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2^f The allowed claim(s) is/are q)9L^9^/ CUJtQ 3y~</8 

The drawings filed on are acceptable as formal drawings. 

4, □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
a) □ All b)D Some* c)D None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 
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3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

Certified copies not received: 



"5. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT 
EXTENDABLE FOR SUBMITTING NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS, OR A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION. This three-month period 
for complying with the REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL is extendable under 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

6. □ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives 
reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 
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1\ B. Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

(a) Q' including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) attached 

1)D hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ . including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been 

approved by the examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. The 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 

8.D Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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Any rieply 1 to this letter should include, in the upper right hand corner, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES CODE/SERIAL 
NUMBER). If applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of 
the NOTICE QF ALLOWANCE should also be included. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/548,261 Page 2 

Aft Unit: 1723 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
* additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.3 12. 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment 

■ 

of the issue fee. 

In preliminary amendment B of Octpber 18, 2000, the insertion on page 3, after line 22, 
"Fig. 7.... system." has been deleted. 

In preliminary amendment A of April 12, 2000, after "1998", - - , now U.S. Patent No. 
6,139,733 --. 

Claims 4-7 and 16-21, drawn to a non-elected invention, 

This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 4-7 and 16- 
21 to drawn to an invention non-elected without traverse. Accordingly, claims 4-7 and 16-21 
have been cancelled. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to E. Therkorn at 
telephone number (703) 308-0362. 

* 

Ernest G. Therkorn 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1723 

EGT/11 
Jitfie 7, 2001 

The current Abstract has been cancelled and replaced by the following Abstract on the 
.separate attached page: 
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- - Abstract of the Disclosure 

■ 

A chromatography column includes a tubular member with an inlet end and a slidable 
porous member that bounds a chromatography media. The porous member is spaced sufficiently 
from the inlet end to define a receiving region. - - 



